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House impeaches Trump 


JOSHUA ROBERTS REUTERS 


National Guard members assemble in the Capitol Visitor’s Center before lawmakers in the House began debating one article of impeachment against President Donald Trump. 


BY DAVID MORGAN 
AND RICHARD COWAN 


Reuters 


WASHINGTON 

The House of Representatives 
voted 232-197 on Wednesday to 
make Donald Trump the first 
U.S. president ever to be im- 
peached twice, formally charg- 
ing him in his waning days in 
power with inciting an insurrec- 
tion just a week after a violent 
mob of his supporters stormed 
the Capitol. 

Ten Republican lawmakers 
joined 222 Democrats in voting- 


for the article of impeachment 
over an incident that repre- 
sented a deadly assault on 
American democracy. 

But it appeared unlikely that 
the extraordinarily swift im- 
peachment would lead to- 

Trump’s ouster before the Re- 
publican president’s four-year 
term ends and Democratic Pres- 
ident-elect Joe Biden is inaugu- 
rated on Jan. 20. The Senate’s 
Republican majority leader, 
Mitch McConnell, rejected 
Democratic calls to convene the 
Senate in emergency session to 
begin an immediate impeach- 


ment trial. 

Trump’s impeachment trial in 
the Senate will not begin until 
next week, McConnell said on 
Wednesday shortly after the 
House vote, setting the stage for 
a partisan brawl in Biden’s first 
days in office. 

“Even if the Senate process 
were to begin this week and 
move promptly, no final verdict 
would be reached until after 
President Trump had left office. 
This is not a decision I am mak- 
ing; it is a fact,” McConnell said 
in a statement. He will no longer 
be the Senate majority lead- 


er then. 

The House on Wednesday 
passed a single article of im- 
peachment - a formal charge - 
accusing Trump of “incitement 
of insurrection,” focused upon 
an incendiary speech he deliver- 
ed to thousands of supporters 
shortly before the pro- 

Trump mob rampaged through 
the Capitol. The mob disrupted 
the formal certification of Bi- 
den’s victory over Trump in the 
Nov. 3 election, sent lawmakers 
into hiding and left five people 
dead, including a police officer. 

During his speech, Trump re- 


peated false claims that the 
election was fraudulent and 
exhorted supporters to march on 
the Capitol. 

With a large presence of rifle- 
carrying National Guard troops 
inside and outside the Capitol, 
an emotional debate unfolded in 
the same House chamber where 
lawmakers had crouched under 
chairs and donned gas masks on 
Jan. 6 as rioters clashed with 
police officers outside the doors. 

“The president of the United 
States incited this insurrection, 
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State to roll out vaccine distribution locations 


BY ADAM WAGNER 
awagner @newsobserver.com 


BENSON 
Less than a month after her 
husband died, Pam Wilkie re- 


ceived her first dose of a vaccine 


that will protect her from the 
virus that killed him. 

Tuesday morning, Wilkie sat 
behind West Johnston High 


School, her car idling in a line of 


others carrying people who had 


received the vaccine, waiting a 
few minutes in the rare event 
that any of them had a serious 
reaction. Wilkie’s left arm, 
where she had taken the shot, 
was still out of its jacket. 
“Everybody should get the 


COVID shot. If it had just been 
a little sooner ...” Wilkie said, 
her voice trailing off as her 
thoughts turned back to her 
husband. 

Bruce Wilkie died Dec. 14, the 
same day the first doses of CO- 


VID-19 vaccine were adminis- 
tered in North Carolina. Pam 
said they followed every order 
and were taking precautions. 
Then Bruce got sick. He was 
dead two weeks later. 

“I think about him every day,” 
Wilkie said. “He’d be wanting 
me to do this.” 
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